WWW Publishing

The department maintains a public access web server at www.cs.nmsu.edu This server is intended to present information to the rest of the world about the department and the people in the department and is maintained by the Web Master (webmaster@cs.nmsu.edu) 

If you would like to publish documents to the outside world, you need to set up a public_html subdirectory in your account. The contents of this directory will ba availble to the world under the URL http://www.cs.nmsu.edu/~your-login-name. 

The public_html directory

The public_html directory needs to have particular permissions and contents set up so that it becomes web accessible. The list below outlines the steps: 

· create a subdirectory in your home directory called public_html. 

· change permissions on the directory to be world-readable and searchable. (This is octal mode 755). Make sure your home directory is also world readable and searchable. (Move any documents you want to keep totally private to another subdirectory and change the mode on the subdirectory to octal 700) 

· move your documents into the subdirectory, making sure that they are also world readable. 

When you refer to the URL http://www.cs.nmsu.edu/~your-login-name, you must have one of the following files in your public_html directory, else the web server disallows access to your directory: 

· index.html - Hypertext Markup Language (HTML) 

· index.htm - HTML (alternate name) 

· index.shtml - HTML w/Server Side Includes (SSI) 

· index.php3 - PHP Hypertext Preprocessor v3 

· index.php - PHP Hypertext Preprocessor v4 

The index of personal pages

Under the public http server, in the Index of Personal Web Pages lives an index of all of the individuals in the department who have public_html directories. This information is regenerated every 3 hours by a scan of the home directory of everyone with an account. If the index generator finds a public_html directory in your home directory, it adds you to the list. This addition is controlled by three dot files in your public_html directory (dot files were used so that they do not show up in any listing of your directory to the outside world): 

.noindex 

If the program finds this file, it does not add you to the index. 

.description 

This should contain a one line description of who you are 

.idxname 

This is the name which should appear on the index. The format should be Last_Name, First_Name and the file should contain only a single line of text. 

Server Features

Image Maps 

Image maps are handled by the server. To set this up, you need to have two files ready - the image itsef and a map file of the image. The image should go in your document as a standard <img> tag, the map file should go in as an <A href="imagename.map"> tag wrapping the image, in the standard image map manner. 

CGI Scripts 

The server is set up so that cgi scripting is enabled from your home directory. You will need to 

· create cgi-bin subdirectory in your public_html directory to store your CGI programs. 

· The program can be a PERL script or any program executable on Solaris SPARC - note, C program compiled on Linux will NOT work . 

· The directory and the program need to be executable by world (octal mode 711). It does not need to be readable. 

· Both the cgi-bin directory and the script itself must be owned by your primary group. 

Within the CS domain, if you write PERL cgi scripts, note that the first line of your script must be as follows: 

        #!/local/perl/bin/perl

Note, you do not need to specify the version of Perl since /local/perl is guaranteed to point to the current ( quite often the latest) version. If you are outputting html, you need to produce the proper headers. This can be done with print "Content-type: text/html\n\n"; or printf("Content-type: text/html\n\n"); etc. It will help to run your program on the command line and check the output first to avoid unnecessary headaches. 
If things go wrong - you get an error massage or nothing insted of the desired output: 

· Make sure the program runs as expected from command line on Solaric SPARC machine. Check the list of hosts in the CS domain to find out which are SPARC (Sun) machines running Solaris. 

· check the web server for run away processes: rsh www ps -aef | grep your_login_name 
and kill them if necessary 

Server Side Includes 

Server Side Includes are now available, with the exception of the #include and #exec elements. SSI's allow for some dynamic content within your html documents for performing some simple tasks, without having to write a CGI script. Here would be a common example, for adding code to a document that gives the last time the page was updated: 

        Last Updated: <!--#echo var="LAST_MODIFIED" -->

For any script that contains SSIs, you must use the suffix .shtml. Learn more about SSIs here. 

PHP3 Support 

PHP3 is supported by our web server. PHP is a server-side HTML-embedded scripting language, which allows users to quickly write dynamically generated pages. PHP scripts must end with the suffix .php3. Some features of PHP have been disabled, such as phpinfo();. Learn more about PHP here. 

PHP 4 Support 

PHP 4.3.3 is supported by our web server. PHP is a server-side HTML-embedded scripting language, which allows users to quickly write dynamically generated pages. PHP scripts must end with the suffix .php. Some features of PHP have been disabled, such as phpinfo();. Learn more about PHP here. 

Password Control 

You can password protect your web site or parts of your site. Click here to find out how. 

