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OBJECTIVES

Provide a brief description of what the students will learn from this module. 
This module is designed as an introductory exercise for students to familiarize themselves with the use of microscopes. 


EQUIPMENT AND MATERIALS 

What equipment and materials are needed for this module?
Microscope, Microscope slides, specimens, e.g., living – dead insects collected from outside and non-living – thread, glass, etc…

BACKGROUND AND REFERENCES

What is the purpose of this module, and how does it relate to the content of the teacher’s current lesson plans? Where are you getting your information and theories? Have any other researchers been involved in development?
The purpose of this module is for students to familiarize themselves with microscopes and to learn how to use microscopes. The second purpose of this module is for the students to begin to identify the differences between living and non-living things. 




PROCEDURE

Provide detailed instructions on how this module is taught.

Microscopes are set up before class with slides containing various specimens, specimens can be found outside. Some of the specimens should come from living organisms (insects, blood, skin). Students form into small groups of approximately 4 students (determine group size by dividing the number of students by the number of microscopes). Provide students with blank sheets of paper divided into 4 equal quadrants. Ask the students to look into the microscope and adjust the magnification so that they can clearly see what is on the slide. After students have focused the microscope, have them draw what they see through the microscope lens. Ask the student to make an informed opinion about what they see and write that below their drawing. On the following day ask the students to compare what their informed opinion with other students in the class. Ask the students how they determined whether the specimen came from a living thing or if it came from a non-living thing. 

NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS

[bookmark: _GoBack]What were challenges you encountered in the overall development of the module?
Click here to enter text.	

What was successful?

The students learned the basics of how a microscope works. The students learned how to differentiate between living and non-living things based on observation. 

How was the students’ reception to the content of the module?

Students seemed to respond positively and with enjoyment to the lab. Based on verbal feedback, some of their favorite specimens were: blood, and pieces of insects. 
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