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Title: Web Site Development

Author: Ben Wright

Discipline or Area: Internet / Science

Teacher:  Mary Lessman & Paulo Oemig

School:  Lynn & Zia Middle School

Subject of class:  General Science

Grade: 6 & 8

Objectives

Provide a brief description of what the students will learn from this module. 

This module is designed to show the very basics of how to build web sites using Graphical User Interfaces(GUIs), explicitly Google Sites.  Among the features the students will learn will be how to place images on a page, how to link multiple pages together, and how to change the alignment of text in the web page.

Equipment and Materials 

What equipment and materials are needed for this module?

For this module, we will use our set of classroom netbooks. On top of that, since we are using Google Sites, all students need access to a Google Account.  Luckily, Las Cruces Public Schools already links students with a Google Account from their school district accounts.  We are hoping these will work with little fuss.

In addition a repository of images was created for use in making the student websites, it is located at http://pandora.cs.nmsu.edu/~bwright/img_repository.html 

Background and References

What is the purpose of this module, and how does it relate to the content of the teacher’s current lesson plans? Where are you getting your information and theories? Have any other researchers been involved in development?

The actual purpose of the module, is to choose 6 images from a list of 25 images and create a website around these images connecting all the pages together.  The images are of various science related topics covered in there class over the past semester.

All photos were obtained from Science Photo (http://www.sciencephoto.com)

Procedure

Provide detailed instructions on how this module is taught.

Prior to the instructions, the netbooks are divided among the classroom lab tables and students are paired (we didn't have any classes warranting 3 per netbook).

Then, in a step-by-step fashion, we show the students how to log on to the lcps google account and go to the Google Sites application to create their site.

After this, we show them how to 'create' a website and how to edit the main page with images, paragraphs, or links.  Then we give the students 'free reign' to add to their website as they see fit.  The rest of the class was spent with the groups working on multiple pages for their sites, while the Fellows and Teachers 'roamed' answer and helping each group with specific issues.

Notes and Observations

What were challenges you encountered in the overall product of the module?

The wireless was rather slow with all the connections and this made some of the netbooks timeout while connected to the website causing them to lag behind sometimes or needing to press 'save' buttons multiple times before it actually worked.

Also, with the complication of creating their own site, very few actually used images from the website listed above.  Most made websites in general and uses images from Google Images.

What was successful?

The students were able to create web page/sites intuitively and change the backgrounds and make their sites less 'cookie cutter'.

How was the students’ reception to the content of the module?

There was an overall positive reception to working on the netbooks and on websites in general.  Their was some apprehension to the 'open-ended' nature of creating a website without being told what to do it on.  Also some students expressed hesitancy when told the fact that their websites were accessible to the entire internet, others however were energized by the idea.
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