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Zia Middle School Educator is 2012 LCPS Teacher of the Year
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LAS CRUCES --- Zia Middle School science teacher Paulo Oemig has been selected as the 2012 Las Cruces Public Schools Teacher of the Year.  Oemig, who has taught at Zia for 6 years, was selected from among 47 teachers across the school district that were nominated by parents, co-workers and students. 
Oemig is now the LCPS nominee for the New Mexico Teacher of the Year competition, district officials said. 

 “He has a great passion for teaching and his students sense this — they feed off that energy,” said Zia Principal Jed Hendee.  “When you enter his classroom, you’ll always find students actively engaged and diligently working on higher level experiments, with Mr. Oemig coaching and encouraging them to draw educated conclusions.”

“This district has so many talented teachers and Mr. Oemig is one of those who stands out and embodies what good teachers are all about,” said Superintendent Stan Rounds. 


Oemig received the news during the annual Teacher of the Year reception, coordinated by the LCPS Professional Development Center and held recently at the Rio Grande Theater.  As Teacher of the Year, Oemig received a $1,000 check from FirstLight Federal Credit Union, in addition to several gifts from local businesses and sponsors.  
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Also recognized with cash and gifts were:  1st runner-up - Colette Martinez, Conlee Elemetary; 2nd runner-up - Ann Marie Gardner, Mayfield High School; finalist - Pauline Gantz, Columbia Elementary; finalist - Katya Gonzalez, Oñate High School; finalist - Rachel Knight, Picacho Middle School.
Oemig received a surprise visit to his classroom this week (May 4) from New Mexico Education Secretary-designate Hanna Skandera.  During her impromptu visit, he took the opportunity to discuss his thoughts about the state’s educational standards and benchmarks, which identify the knowledge and skills that students should acquire in each grade level.  
Oemig was nominated for the top award by one of his students, which comes as no surprise to Hendee who said that Oemig “has a great sense of humor that makes him a pleasure to work with and it keeps his students on the edge of their seats.”

Oemig is one that believes there is more to a good education than what comes from a textbook.  As he wrote in his Teacher of the Year application, “As a pupil, I remember those teachers who really cared about their students; as an educator, I embrace those qualities and find that scientific and education theories alone fall short of guaranteeing my students’ success.”
Oemig began his professional career as a chemist.  He has also been involved in numerous district and regional science activities, including the Science Olympiad and the Science, Engineering, Math and Aerospace Academy.  He has been an astronaut at the NASA Summer of Innovation, and he serves as a current NASA representative for the state of New Mexico. 
In addition to FirstLight Federal Credit Union, additional sponsors for the Teacher of the Year program are: Central Elementary teacher Tommy Esparza (also a former Teacher of the Year recipient); Stephanie Bestelmeyer of the Asombro Institute; Michael O’Malley of First Financial Group; the LCPS Foundation; the LCPS Science Advisor Program; and the LCPS Professional Development Center.  Gifts and support were also provided by NEA-Las Cruces; Integrated Massage and Body Works; Barnes and Noble; Cruces Trophy; Sam’s Club; Albertsons-El Paseo; and the Rio Grande Theatre.
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Paulo Oemig, LCPS Teacher of the Year





Finalists, left to right: Oemig, Pauline Gantz, Katya Gonzales, Rachel Knight, Colette Martinez, and Ann Marie Gardner.
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New Mexico Education Secretary-designate Hanna Skandera looks at the educational standards and benchmarks that are posted on the wall of Paulo Oemig’s classroom.  He discussed his views about the state requirements during her recent visit to his classroom.
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